
Anticipated Times and Information for Spinal Operations 
 

 Anaesthetic Operative Recovery 
Length of 
Hospital 

Stay 

Urinary 
Catheter 

Cervical Surgery 
ACDF IVDR 1-2 Levels <30 mins 1-2 hours 30-45 mins 1 day No 
ACDF IVDR ³ 3 Levels <30 mins 2-3 hours 30-45 mins 2 days No 
Anterior Cervical 
Corpectomy  30-45 mins 2 hours 60 mins 2-3 days No 

Posterior Cervical 
Decompression +/- 
Fusion / Laminoplasty 

30-45 mins 2-3 hours 60 mins 3 days No 

Lumbar Surgery 
Microdiscectomy / 
microdecompression <30 mins 1-2 hours 30 mins 1 day No 

Decompression 1-2 
Levels <30 mins 1-2 hours 30-45 mins 1-2 days No 

Decompression ³ 3 
Levels 

<30 mins 2-3 hours 45-60 mins 2-3 days Not 
Routinely 

Decompression and 
Instrumented Fusion 1-2 
Levels 

<30 mins 2-3 hours 45-60 mins 3-4 days Not 
Routinely 

Decompression and 
Instrumented Fusion ³ 3 
Levels 

<30 mins 3 hours 60-90 mins 4-5 days Likely 

PLIF / TLIF 1-2 Levels 30-45 mins 3-4 hours 60-90 mins 3-5 days Likely 
XLIF 1-2 Levels 30-45 mins 1-2hours 60-90 mins 1-2 days Possible 
XLIF 1-2 Levels plus 
Posterior Surgery 30-45 mins 3-4 hours 60-90 mins 3-4 days Possible 

ALIF 1-2 Levels 30-45 mins 2-3 hours 60-90 mins 3-4 days Yes 
ALIF 1-2 Levels plus 
Posterior Surgery 30-45 mins 4 hours 60-90 mins 3-5 days Yes 

Deformity Surgery / Other 
Paediatric Posterior 
Scoliosis Correction 45-60 mins 3-4+ hours 60-90 mins 5 days Yes 

Adult Posterior Spinal 
Deformity Correction 
with osteotomy / cages 

45-60 mins 5+ hours 60-90 mins 1+ week Yes 

Posterior Thoracolumbar 
Fracture / Tumour / 
Infection Fixation 

45-60 mins 2-3+ hours 60-90 mins 1+ week 
Yes 

(Possible for 
Fracture) 

Anterior Thoracolumbar 
Fracture / Tumour / 
Infection Fixation 

45-60 mins 3+ hours 60-90 mins 1+ week Yes 

 


